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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


160,000 CASES OF ASIATIC DENGUE REPORTED 
PAL70356 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2152 GMT 16 Jul 81 


[Excerpt] Managua, 16 Jul (ACAN-EFE)--Hector Acuna, a Mexican who is director 
of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), warned today that “there will 
undoubtedly be cases of ‘Asiatic dengue’ in Central America." 


In a statement to ACAN-EFE, the expert said that so far 160,000 cases of "Asiatic 
dengue" have been recorded in the English-speaking Caribbean countries. 


it was learned at a meeting of Caribbean health ministers that ended in Belize 
on Wednesday, that the epidemic has caused over 40 deaths. 


Acuna, who is attending the 26th meeting of health ministers of Central America 
and Panama in this capital, said that PAHO has already alerted the governments and 
peoples of this region to the possibility that the disease may spread to this area. 


The expert explained that there are no vaccines or specific medications to counter 
"Asiatic dengue" as is the case with other kinds of dengue that Central Americans 


have experienced. 


The disease is transmitted by the so-called “urban mosquito,” the same insect 
that in the past served as a carrier of yellow fever. 


It is not the same mosquito that transmits malaria, whic’ makes fighting the 
disease more complica d, Acuna said. 
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ANGOLA 


FOOD SHORTAGE AGGRAVATES BENGUELA HEALTH SITUATION 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 16 Jun 81 p 3 


[Report on interview with Emanuel Diavita, Health Ministry representative for 
Benguela Province, in Benguela by Mario Campos: “Health: A Difficult Problem; How 
Can Medicine Replace Food and Clothing?"; exact date not given] 


[Excerpts] Emanuel Diavita, provincial representative of the Health Ministry in 
Benguela, received us in his office and with complete frankness began by srying: 


"You speak in your reporting about the health workers who refused to go to Balombo. 
Much is said abvut sanctions against workers who refuse to work in rural areas. 
But what disciplinary procedures exist? And do they function?" 


[Campos] Well, we have the laws.... We have the labor courts. 


[Diavita] What labor courts? Those that take years to decide a case? Do you 
think the patiente can wait that long? Labor courts! A few days ago I sent a 
driver to jail for having wrecked an ambulance and less than 5 days later he was 
out agein.... How can anyone work like that? 


Not Even If It Had Twice the Population 


[Question] In any event, deputy, how can you explein that a municipality with 
about 83,000 inhabitants does not have even one physician? 


[Answer] There wouldn't be any even if it had twice as many inhabitants. This 
province has only three Angolan physicians--two of them interns. We also have 
about 25 cooperant physicians of various nationalities. 


[Question] Maybe if Angolan physicians were utilized more effectively at the 
national level... 


{Answer} Of course. But so far this has eluded us. And the same thing will hap- 
pen there as occurs with assignment of provincial health workers. Who wants to 
leave Luanda to go to the countryside? And what pressure can their superiors exert 
to force them to? 

















ee 


Food Problem 


[Question] How is the province faring in regard to medical supolies? Judging by 
what we saw in Balow’ >, there are certsin shortages. Is this eituation widespread? 


Emanuel Diavita pushed back his chair and began to pece the room, gesturing as he 
pounded out his words: 


[Answer] We haven't any shortage of medicine. What we need is food. The people 
aren't getting enough to eat a.d their bodies become more susceptible to illness. 
And medicine cortainly isn't going to solve that problem, nor will vitamins. Quite 
the contrary. 


[Question] A few days go we were in the Monte Belo commune with Rodeth Gil, member 
of the Central Committee. In a short rally that was held there, it seemed to us 
that some of the people gathered there were coughing constantly. Wouldn't cough 
syrup relieve that situation? 


[Answer] Last year alone we reported 36,232 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and 
1,704 of pertussis. The people need clothing. And I'll tell you another thing: 

this province has no water. People have to dig to find water. And what problems 
does this create? A great many cases of diarrhea due to shortages of drinking water. 
The sanitation situation in the province is getting worse, destroying all our pre- 
ventive work. What then? We are launching vaccination campaigns and the children 
are drinking the water used to water the public parks. 





We are telling people to boil their water, but we know this will produce hardly any 
results. 


Baia Farta was without water for over a month. Sanitary conditions are terrible. 
Garbage piles up. The city of Benguel* has only two old and unsuitable trucks for 
hauling trash. These situations have made us very frustrated. 





[Question] Of the three aspects that affect health services in the province, which 
is the most deficient, the most fragile: the hospital facilities, the trained 
manpower or the people's living conditions? 





[Answer] The last one. Health facilities in this province are quite ample, al- 
though we don't have enough manpower. Hence, if we could assure the people suffi- 
cient food, clothing and drinking water we would be able to solve the major health 
problems, along with concurrent vaccination campaigns. But, to have decent living 
conditions we must work. We must work... 


What Remains to Be Said? 


What is left for us to say about health services in Benguela 
Province? 


Along with hospital care, nonhospital care is expanding. This 
system consists of 155 health posts, most of which function in 


production units. 
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The province has 246 paramedical workers, 27 practical nursing 
interns and 32 trained nurses, specializing in gynecology, ob- 


stetrics, laboratory analysis, physiotherapy, pharmacy and so 
forth. 


The province's hospitals have 1,500 beds and their payroll budget 
for trained staff is 74,418,600 kwanzas. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MEDICAL TECHNICIANS--Two-hundred seventy-two medical technicians were trained in 
the national technical health school in Luanda during the 1980-1981 academic year. 
Courses ended recently with a ceremony presided over by Mendes de Carvalho, member 
of the Central Committee and minister of health. These cadre include: 48 hospital 
nurses, 33 nurses for mother-and-child care, 18 public health technicians, 11 sani- 
tarians, 30 laboratory technicians, 7 radiology technicians, 31 dental technicians, 
18 medical statistics technicians, 11 microbiology laboratory technicians and 55 
pharmacists. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 17 Jul 81 p 2] 
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DRUG SUPPLLIES=-New druge which could treat illnesses or relieve symptoms are 
stuck in a “bureaucratic pipeline,” according to the Auetralian Medical Asso- 
ciation. The association's vice-president, Dr Lindsay Thompson, has written to 
the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser, warning that Australians’ access to modern medi- 
cines is threatened by Public Service staffing restrictions on specialiste who 
evaluate new drugs. “It would be a tragedy if all our efforte to make the re- 
sulte of pharmaceutica! research available more quickly were reversed by depart- 
mental staff restrictions. “Patients who might be cured or have their symptoms 
relieved by a new drug suffer unnecessarily while the drug is stuck in the bureau- 
cratic pipeline. “More expert drug evaluators are needed with proper back-up 
staff, rather than less." Dr Thompson is chairman of an AMA-convened forum of 
which has been working to cut delays in drug approvals, while maintaining stan- 
dards. Speedier procedures were recently negotiated with the Commonwealth Health 
Department. But Dr Thompson said the depart «t had advised that it would be un- 
likely there would be significant changes to .ne procedures until the staffing 
situation wae resolved. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Jun 81 


p 2) 


LEPROSY PECLINE--The incidence of leprosy in the North of WA has fallen markedly 
over the past decade, says the Acting Minister for Health, Mr Old. Wo cases had 
been found in the Kimberleys in the past 15 months, he said. The notification 
of new leprosy had steadily declined from 240 cases in 1941-45 to 53 cases in 
1971-75 and 22 cases ir 1976-80. The figures were given at 4 leprosy seminar in 
Darwin by the d'rector of che Kimberley public-health region, Dr R. M. Spargo. 
Mr Old said that the number of patients treated in the Derby leprosariam had 
fallen from 333 to 1951 to 26 this year. WNeo-natal vaccination and surveillance 
of registered patients had contributed to the improvement. [Text] [Perth THE 
WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 3 Jul 81 p 27) 


CHOLERA IN OYSTERS--Sydney--The New South Wales Health Commissicn will step up 
its monitoring of water and oysters from the Georges River in Sydney's southern 
suburbs after the discovery of cholera bacteria during April and May. The com- 
mission's director of public health services, Dr Allan Crawford, sa‘ i yesterday 
it was thought the bacteria was of a strain often found in Australian rivers, and 
was unlikely to cause disease in humans. But he said monitoring of the Georges 
River would be stepped up, and increased checks would be made in hospitals for 
possible gastro-enteritis symptoms which might be linked. A spokesman for the 
Victorian Health Commission said yesterday that regular checks in Melbourne of 
imported oysters had not revealed evidence of cholera. [Text] [Melbourne 

THE AGE in English 8 Jul 81 p 3) 
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MYSTERIOUS DISEASE KILLS 17—-Dacea, June 5 (DPA)--The death toll from a 
mysterious disease in Weetern Bangladesh has risen to 17 with twelve more 
deaths reported from the affected area during the last two weeks. The Bengali 
daily ITTEPAQ said the number of persons that fell victimes to the disease 
awelled to 1,000 from only 300 late last month. The disease broke out 4 month 
ago in the Manikganj subdivision of the country. The official BSS news agency 
reported on June 19 that the disease, unknown to Bangladesh physicians, had 

the symptoms of sudden severe pain in the feet which spread to the head making 
the patient unconscious immediately. The outbreak of the strange disease was 
also discussed in the Bangladesh Parliament yesterday and Health Minister 

Abdul Matin said a team of the World Health Organisation (WHO) and local experte 
has already arrived in affected areas and examined some patients. Only 
bacterial infection was found, he ecid. WN. medical treatment has proved effective 
so far for the disease. [Text] [Colombo SUN in English 6 Jul 481 p 5) 


CSO: 5400/4948 

















Gaborone DAILY WEWS in English 10 Jun 61 p 1 
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% kilometres south east of Selebi-Phikwe, and already 64 school children are re- 


MEASLES OUTBREAK~-There are reporte of an outbreak of measles in Sefophe, about 
ported to have been treated for the disease at the local clinic. 


eaid it 
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BRAZI), 


FOCI OF GHAGAS TRANSMITTING INSECT IN GRARA DISCUSSED 
Action by SUCAN 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DB SAO PAULO in Portuguese 26 Jun 81 p 25 


Text] Fortalesa--Foci of the barbeiro bug, host to the parasite 

t transmite Chagas disease (which affects approximately 10 percent of the popula- 
tion of Brasil), are present in at least 121 of the 140 municipalities of Gear 
State. This information was supplied c* the Super- 
inteniency for Public Health Campaigns Aridson Beserra Lossio, MD, 
the course of his comments or. the death of two 
ity of Novo Oriente, 435 kilometers from Fortaless. 







disease is being combated in Ceara by the spraying of MHC [bensene hexachlor- 
ide | in an operation that began on the eastern shore and is being carried 
throughout the state. The objective is to 

service. According to the doctor, the limited human and financial resources avail 
able are, however, preventing the campaign from being implemented simultaneously in 
all of the most seriously affected areas. 





In the view of Professor Joaquis 
Tropical Medicine of the Federal 
so serious, given the fact that Chagas disease is not transmitted readily and the 
~ortality rate among its victims is only 10 percent. He explains that when death 
occurs it is always the result of cardiac damage; however, the damage is not always 
serious. 





Ceara Situation '-** Serious 
- de Janeiro JORNAL 0) BRASIL in Portuguese 7 Jul 81 p 8 


Text] Public Health Doctor Joaquim Eduardo de Alencar, presi. 


ent of the Brazilian Society of Tropical Medicine and professor of parasitology at 
the Medical School of the Federal University of Ceara, declared yesterday that 


10 














50,000 residents of Ceara State are infected with Qiuagas disease (Trypanosoma 
crugi). He disclosed that Ceara is the state that suffers least from this disease 
(whien is caused by the insect Triatoma, otherwise known as the 

that the principal “sel are in the states of Rio Grande do Sul, 
Gerais and Golas. Dr Joaquim Alenoar says the disease has not yet been eradicated 
in Bragil because no vaccine has been discovered for it, “although,” he added, 
“research is continuing.” 


10992 
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MALARIA INCIDENCE STABILIZED IN PONDOWIA TERRITORY 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 3 Jul f1 p 6 


Text] Porto Velho (0 GLOBO)--Superintendent Jose Fiusza de Lima of SUCAM (Superin- 

miency for Public Health Campaigns) said yesterday--shortly before returning to 
Brasilia--that “in the first 5 months of 1981 between 21,000 ani 22,000 cases of 
malaria were recorded in Rondonia Territory, and this fact indicates that the 
disease is stabilising.” 


Fiuga de Lima explained that although these figures are high they are comparable to 
those recorded for the same period of last year. He said this fact 

stabilisation of the situation, by contrast with 1979 and 1980 
‘nerease of approximately 8,000 cases." 


According to the superintendent similar results have been recorded in Para State, 
with the result that both Para ani Rondonia are classified among those areas in 
which the incidence of malaria is leveling off, unlike what is taking place in 
Roraima, Acre, and--above all--Amasonas and Amapa. 


Fiuga de Lima attributed the increase in 
development pro jects in Rondonia and the 
heavy migration into these two un‘ts of 


“Ninety percent of all cases of malaria in Brasil are recorded in Amazonia,” 
SUCAM superintendent said. He 

disease would be eradicated, ami explained the lowex figure for Amapa and Amasonas 
as deriving from the fact that “the population in these areas is virtually stable.“ 








Yellow Fever 


Brasilia (0 GLOBO)--Minister of Health Waldyr Arcoverde denied that there are any 
yellow fever foci in Belem. He declared that the foci in question are serely 
water reservoirs ‘in which the presence of the transmitting insect has been con- 
firmed, although there have been no cases recorded wita a radius of 200 meters--the 
wximum limit of the insects’ flight. 


’ 


CSO: 5400/2155 


12 




















BRAZIL 


MENINGITIS KILLS THREE IN CRARA IN TWO WEEKS 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 3 Jul 81 p 9 


[Text] Fortalesa--There have been three deaths from meningitis during the past 2 
weeks in the municipality of Vicosa do Ceara, 309 kilometers from Fortaleza. The 
first death was that of Messias Carneiro, 19 months of age, who died at Madalena 
Nunes Hospital in Tiangua; the second was that of Severo Sousa, a 10-year-old boy 
who died en route to the hospital; and the last was that of Afonso 

Campos Passos, 30 years of age and t.e father of three 
days as a patient in the Public Charity Hospital in Sobral. 


In the opinion of Bimilson Pinto, regional 
Tiangua, these cases can be regarded as 
the press is calling them. He gave essurances that the situation is under control, 
exercised by the State Secretariat of Health through its 


and Tiangua. 
Confirmation 


The fir: action taken by the secretariat was to quarantine the affected area ani to 
distribute mynocillin and antibiotics to the recidents. He gave assurances that 
these cases are no cause for alarm or concern. 









Identification of the disease as meningitis was made after the farmer Afonso Campos 
Passos (who had taken Messias Carneire to the hospital in Tiangua) was himself taken 
to the Sobral Public Charity Hospital with the symptoms of the iisease: severe 





headache and pain in the back of the neck, sudden episodes of vomiting, ani a high 







medication, Afonso 
Horta-- — 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH CONTAMINATED FORK CONSUMED IN MINAS 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 8 Jul 81 p 7 


Text] Belo Horisonte--It was revealed yesterday by the president of the Minas 

is Hog Raisers Association, Helio Lodi, that residents of Minas Gerais Sta 
consuming pork that is contaminated by foot-and-mouth disease spread from Parana 
State, wh‘ch supplies 60 percent of the Minas Gerais market. Technicians of the 
Ministry of ‘griculture have confirmed the existence of the problem and are attenpt- 
ing to locate the ccus of the disease. 


Because production in Minas Gerais is insufficient to supply the local market, the 
hog raisers of the state are in no position to prevent the entry of swine 

Parana, and the large meat-packing plants have moreover been mak 

for years. This circumstance is unrelated to the crisis of 
who have lost their market because the public has reduced ite purchases. 


Foci 


The director of the Animal Health Protection Service of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Jose Xavier Monteiro, said he had already requested help from the head of SERPA 

in Parana, Roberto Nogueira da Gama. He says the swine that die 

en route are dumped alongside the road by the drivers, thereby creating new foci of 
the disease in Minas and Sao Paulo inasmuch as the virus is spread by the animals 
(such as dogs) that eat the meat. Jose Monteiro believes that from 5 to 6 percent 
of Parana swine slaughtered in Minas are contaminated. 


Monteiro suspects that the contaminated animals are coming from Ponta Grosen, in 
northwest Parana, where there is extensive stock raising and the swine are 
constant contact with cattle. There is no danger to human beings unless the sea 
eaten raw, because the foot-and-mouth virus is killed by heat. The problem is tha 
‘n the process of cleaning the dead animal the excess fat--disposed of as garbage-- 
is eaten by dogs, which then spread the disease. 


* 
*5 


The disclosure of the advent of diseased swine from the South was made by three 
mecking plants in Belo Horisonte to the Animal Inspection Service of the Ministry of 
erteulture, which transmitted the informat'on to the Animal Protection Service. 
 verinarian Ronan Monteiro .« Barros believes that the individual most seriously 
nurt will be the hog raiser, who is already faced with the problem of declining 
consuaption. 
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Crisis 


Helio Lodi regards this contamination by foot-and-mouth disease as just one more 
event harming the M! as hog raiser, who--in financial straite--is killing his 

brood sows and is feeding grass to his swine in his search for alternative 
fodder. He anticipates that over the medium term Brazil will have to import pork 
for the firet time in ite history. Lodi also criticised the minimum price of 60 
crugeiros per kilogram offered by the Ministry of Agriculture, and complained of the 
insensitivity of Minister Amauri Stabile with respect to the problem of the rural 
population, 


"The minister has good intentions but has always devoted his energies to banking,” 
Lodi said. "We are in a national crisis, and in Minas we are slaughtering 
approximately 8,000 brood sows in order to reduce our losses. They want to pay 
60 cruseiros per kilogram at a time when our costs total 80 cruseiros,” he said 
heatedly. 


In Ooritiba the technical director of the Ministry of Agriculture for Parana, Paulo 
Miranda, announced yesterday that the contaminated pork found in Minas sust have 
originated in Francisco Beltrao and Ponta Grossa, the two largest centers for mar- 
keting the product in the state and through which all meat sust pass en route to 
Minas and Sao Paulo. He said that inasmuch as vaccination against foot-and-mouth 
disease is not compulsory “it is definitely possible for the disease to accompany 
the live swine to the centers of consumpt‘on.” 


In Ponta Grossa, 100 kilometers from Curitiba, approximately 800,000 swine are 
marketed per year. At a time of shrinking demand such as currenvly prevails, 
however, the animals remain there up to 72 hours in large pigsties before continuing 
on to other cities. The technical director of the Parana Hog Raisers As ociation, 
Oswaldo Aranha, has declared that the health inspection carried out by the Ministry 
of Agriculture at these pigsties is not satisfactory, and that this fact could 
easily lead to contamination. 
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BRAZIL 


fever have occurred in the last 3 sonths among the residents 
Jardim Canhema in Diadema is a source of co 
Health Center. If these cases are added to the 1 
first quarter (14 in Jardim Canhema and five in Jardim Santa Elizabeth) the — 
resultant figure is viewed as surprising when compared to the incidence of 
disease (34 cases) recorded last year in all of Greater Sao Paulo. Of those persons 
who have contracted typhoid fever in Diadema, one--Helioreph Jose 

of age--died 1 week after being hospitalised, while ancther--Marlene da Conceicao 
Felig--as of yesterday afternoon was still a patient in Bailio Ribas Hospital. 
According to Public Health Doctor Gragziela Almeida of the Diadema Health Center, 
“emergency measures are necessary--at the basic health level--to eliminate the 
focus of the disease.” She said the creek which runs through 

Jardim Canhema is "a veritable open sewer" and aust be channe 
be installed in the shanties.” [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portu- 
gvese 9 Jul 81 p13] 10992 
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MENINGITIS DEATHS CAUSE CONTROVERSY, QUARANTINE 


Cambodian Refugee; Insufficient Action 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 7 Jul 81 p 13 
[Article by Michele Bietry: "Controversy Surrounding Case of Meningitis") 


[Text] Yesterday, the FO [Workers Force], the CGT [General Confederation of Labor] 
and the CFDT [French Democratic Confederation of Labor] of Air France published a 
bulletin asking passengers having flown on the Manila-Bangkok-Bombay-Paris Flight 191 
to contact their doctors after the death of a baby from cerebro-spinal meningitis 

“on the aircraft." 


The trade unions questioned the attitude of the company, which reportedly refused to 
make a public appeal “for commercial reasons." 


For their part, Ait France officials emphasized that the infant did not die on the 
airplane and that they had begun to warn passengers immediately as soom as they 
learned the cause of death. 


The 2-month-old baby was a wember of a group of 127 Cambodian refugees. Upon leav- 
ing the aircraft at 0540 hours, he had a fever and was immediately taken by SAMU 
[expansion unknown] to Poissy Hospital, where he died at 1230 hours. 


Air France learned the diagnosis at 2230 hours. The infant had died of an acute 
form of Type B cerebro-spinal meningitis, the most frequent in France. The company 
was able to contact half of the 393 passengers directly, with the rest to be con- 
tacted through stopover pofnts. 





The border health control, the department under the Ministry of Health, was alerted. 
It is in charge of the surveillance of diseases requiring quarantine (plague, chol- 
era, yeliow fever and smallpox). 


In addition, it intervenes immediately when an epidemic strikes a country. 


‘uat is to be done when a case of meningitis is found? The systematic disinfection 
nd closing of areas has long been abandoned. The disease develops from the nose, 
veing spread by air, but is not very contagious if it does not find a favorable 
>reeding ground. Consequently, mass vaccinations are used only in nursery schools 
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or barracks where ccoutact is very frequent. Nor is vaccination used when Type 5 
is involved because the strain is insensitive to the vaccine. In such cases, per- 
sons having been in contact with the victim are given antibiotics for 5 days as a 
preventive measure. 


This is what was done for Air France crew personnel that may have had contact with 
the infant. For the other passengers, who were separated from the quite distinct 
group of Cambodian refugees, the Air France doctors believe that any preventive 
treatment is useless, unless those involved wish it. They are advised to keep a 
close watch over throat ailments, fever and migraine headaches. 


Vietnamese Refugee; Plane Quarantined 
Paris LE MONDE in French 14 Jul 81 p 20 


[Text] On Monday, 13 July, an Air France Boeing 747 arriving from Bangkok was 
placed in quarantine upon its arrival at the Roissy-Charles-de-—Gavlle Airport. On 
board was a 2-year-old Vietnamese refugee child who had died from neningitis. 


It was fear of an epidemic that led airport officials to place the aircraft in a 
parking area far from the terminal, especially since three more children seemed to 
have symptoms of the disease (high fever). They were to be taken to Creteil Hos- 
pital. 


The 135 passengers on the Air France Boeing 747 were examined by doctors upon their 
arrival. 


The incident occurred one week after the death of a Cambodian refugee infant that 
had been on an Air France flight. Company trade unions had criticized officials 
for not having taken measures soon enough to warn passengers of the possible risks 
of contagion. The company replied that it was not its task to make a diagnosis for 
a disease that had not declared itself during the flight (LE MONDE, 8 July). 


11,464 
CSO: 5400/2159 
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INDIA 


SURVEY REVEALS DEFECTS IN RURAL HEALTH CARE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Jun 81 p 7 


{Text} 
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Why have things fone wrong and how can they be set right’ 


The fundamental ‘.ult, by any reckoning, ie 4 set of wrong priorities. The 
health system in pre-independent India was established to serve the needs of 
officiale and dignitaries of the Bri-ish Raj and not the masses. This system 
should have been changed after ti.dependence. But unfort: sately, thie was not 
done. Thus, 80 per cent of the facilities are continued to be used by the 
privileged 20 per cent of the population of big cities. 


No wonder the poor villagers often have to sell their meagre belongings to come 
to che big cities, lie on the streets under the ecroching sun or in heavy rain 
to get their near and dear ones treated even for simple ailments in big hospitals. 


Preventive and promotive medicines have been praised on paper but have received 
little attention in practice. 


Without the dollare provided by the World Health Organisation and the generous 
daily allowance of Re 150 that thie enaured, it would not have been possible to 
immuniese children against emalipox and eradicate this disease. Now we look for~ 
ward to some similar international help to extend the immunisation coverage to 


diphteria, whooping cough, tetanus and so on. 


A programme to administer vitamin-A to those in need of it has been on for two 
decades. Yet there is a high prevalence of blindness caused by the defic!-ncy 
of Vitamin-A. What is the country's response? A request to the Royal Common- 
wealth Society for the Prevention of Blindness to come to India's rescue? 





The fate of the national programme to counter nutritional anaemia is no better. 


Medical education has continued to serve the cause of sophisticated curative 
medicine. Despite several high-level meetings and the establishment of AILIMS 
to experiment in medical education, it has not been possible to produce the 
doctors and para-medical staff who can fulfill the expectation of the people 
and the government. 


One reason for this failure of medical education is that professionals have not 
given due priority to teaching and have often used their positions to serve 
personal ends. The government has failed to evolve even a sound national policy 
on the subject. Without a “proper” education how can there be doctors capable 
of achieving national objectives? 


Surprisingly, medical research has received as high a priority as medical edu- 
cation at the hands of both the government and the professionals. In fact, the 
research budget of the Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR), has been in- 
creased three-fold in the sixth plan. Research thus dominates both medical edu- 
cation and health services which is unfortunate. But to make matters worse most 
research workers concentrate on subjects likely to bring them into closer touch 
with western medical scientists. Medical research in this country, therefore, 
has littie to do with the subjects of national importance. 














Moreover, the government has failed to build up a team of dedicated, service= 
®inded and professionally competent advisers to formulate and implement medi - 
care programmer <A few clever professionale manage to surround the powers that 
be so closely that many who could have contributed to the proper implementation, 
monitori: . and planning of medical programmes, are left out. Thue wrong prior 
ities are compounded by unsound professional advice. 


However, there is no cause for despondency. India's scientific and technical 
manpower is among the best in the world. It can be harnessed to meet any chal- 
lenge provided that tose in authority reverse their present attitude, make a 
dispassionate appraise] of the present system, replace it by a sound one under 
which time-bound progr mmes to achieve specific results can be launched, effec- 
tively carried out and periodically sonitored and evaluated objectively. 


There can be no two opinions that of the three componente of any ‘ealth system-- 
services, education and research--the services should get top priority. Educa- 
tion and rese*rch «hould be subservient to services. Of the available resources, 
a high percentage ould be allocated to primary health centres, sub-divisional 
institution: and district hospitals and health services-<-in that order. Through 
continued monitoring, the standards of preventive, promotive and curative serv- 
ices at these peripheral points should be gradually but continuously improved. 


Strong functional links should be developed between the district health services 
and teaching and non-teaching major health establishments of the big cities and 
state capitals. 


The approach should be to improve the existing health services by better imple- 
mentation, good supportive supervision and continuous monitoring rather than a 
theoretical and radical approach of demolishing the present structure and set- 
ting up 4 new one. 


All this would require massive mobilisation of health services experts under the 
leadership of the director-general of health services, whose authority and re- 


sponsibility need to be stepped up. 


The cooperation oetween the health and family welfare programmes at present also 
leaves much to be desired. There cannot be a successful family welfare programme 
wi-hout a good health services system. 


CSO: 5400/7092 


21 

















SCHISTOSOMIASIS RAGING IN CENTRAL SULAWESI! 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 25 May 61 pp 8, 9 


[Excerpts] Schistosomiasi«e disease (bloated stomach) is a contagious disease 
which now seems to be beginning to develop in Indonesia. At least 10,000 people 
in Lembah Lindu, Napu, and Besos, about 90 ke south of the city of Palu, Central 
Sulawesi, are currently i111 with the disease. In 1980 no lees than 100 local 
residents died as a consequence of the disease. 


According to Dr |; Akib Kamaluddin, chief of the P3M (Office for Wiping Out and 
Preventing Contagious Diseases) regional office for Central Sulawesi, this disease 
was identified by two researchers, Muller and Tesch, in 1937 ae « result of their 
examination of a resident of Tomado village, near Lembah Lindu, in Central Sulawesi. 
ee this disease was not such known until after it exploded into an epidemic 

in 1980. 


Schistosomiasis disease is caused by a kind of worm (Schistosoma) which belongs to 
the Tremtode group. Three kinds of Schistosoma are known in the world. Firet, 
there is the Schistosom: Japonicum, which is often to be found in the Chinese 
People's Republic, Japan, the Philippines, and Indonesia. Secondly, there is the 
Schistosoma Mansoni found in Africa, Arabia, Puerto Rico, Brazil, and Venezuela. 
The third variety is Schistosom Haematobium, which is also to be found in / rica, 
Iran, iraq, and India. 


Thies disease is tranemitted through a variety of enail as an intermediate vector. 
Thies intermediate host is found around Lake Lindu and is about as large as a rice 
seed. Ite name is Oncomelania Hupensis Linduensis. Schistosomiasis affects more 
males than femlee and attacks human beings especially at age 3}. 


Dr Udin Muslaini said that the variety of the disease in Indonesia is only found 
in Central Sulawesi and is still very difficult to wipe owt. Medicine required to 
treat it is not yet available in Indonesia. “At present we are trying to wipe it 
out by « trial and error method,” he said. 


"e added that, after more detailed research hes been carried out, it is planned 
thie year to undertake wiping out the disease on a mass scale. Up to the present 
the disease was treated with medicines such as Ambillhar and Biltriside to reduce 
the level of infection. An effort will also be made to reduce the numbers of the 
host snail (Oncomelania) by spraying Bailuside, by agro-engineering projects, and 
by controiled burning. 


5170 
CSO: 5400/6426 
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HEMORRHAGING DENGUE FEVER--Hemorrhaging dengue fever [Demam Rerdarah) has begun 

to spread in the Abepura sub-district, 12 km from Jayapura, beginning in May 1981. 
A SINAR HARAPAN source at Jayapura General lospital stated on Friday [29 May) that 
a number of persons suffering from the disease were identified and treated in time, 
eo that no one had died. Hemorrhagic dengue fever tas spread for the first time 

to Irian Jaya, {t ie believed, because of the continuous movement of people into 
the province from areas outeide it. Thies is a result of the increasing ease of 
communications at present, according to the STNAR HARAPAN source. He said that the 
symptoms of hemorrhagic dengue fever were almost the same as those of milaria. The 
difference is that the patient rune «a continuous fever for 4 days without the fever 
going down. Meanwhile, on his skin bleeding spote appear, affecting also the 
mouth, nose, and ears. The health service is trying to prevent the spread of the 
disease and wipe it out by spraying DDT used against mosquitoes in the homes of 
local residents and places where there are many mosquitoes, both in Jayapura, as 
well as in other, outlying regencies in the province. [Excerpt] [Jakarta SINAR 
HARAPAN in Indonesian 30 May 81 p 3) 5170 
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MEASLES OUTBREAK--A medical team hae been rushed to Masalani division in 
Carisea District where there is an outbreak of measles. The team include the 
Medical Office: »f Health (M.0.H.) Gariesa, and public health officer with 
additional drug: to curb the outbreak of the disease. Early last week, five 
children were reported to have died because of measles in the Dadseab Division 
where medical teams were carrying out a vaccination campaign against the 
disease. (Text) [Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 11 Jul 81 p 2) 


CHOLERA IN KERIO VALLEY--A serious outbreak of cholera has hit most of Kerio 
Valley, the Elgeyo/Marakwet District Commissioner, Mr Samuel Ambuka, has said 
in a circular to all chiefs, District Officers, and heads of department. 

Mr. Ambuka, accompanied by health officials, will tour the most affected areas 
on July 16 and 17. He hase called on all chiefs to furnish his office with 
lists of councillors, assistant chiefs, chiefs and names of persons in Kerio 
Valley who have not built latrines in their homesteads. The D.C. noted it was 
a pity that some people in Kerio Valley ha’ refused to dig latrines and still 
preferred to relieve themselves in the bush. [Excerpt] [Nairobi THE STANDARD 
in English 10 Jul 81 p 3) 


AFLATOCOSIS IN MACHAKOS DISTRICT--A disease that killed five people in Yatta 
division of Machakos District, has been identified as "“aflatocosis” by a team 

of medical officers from Machakos and Nairobi. The disease was identified after 
testing food and blood samples from the area at a Nairobi laboratory. The 
laboratory tests revealed that aflatocosis was caused by fungi on the food grains 
such as maize, beans and peas and it was common in Matuu and Masinga locations. 
The medical officer of health at Kangundo District Hospital, Dr. Anthony Matheka 
said the outbreak of the disease also claimed few lives at their homes other 

than known five. --K.N.A. [Text] [Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 10 Jul 81 p 3) 





RIFT VALLEY FEVER--Geneva, Monday--People are dying in hundreds from a virulent 
new strain of Rift Valley fever, an animal disease that had never killed a man 
until six years ago. In its new form, the disease has swept up from equatorial 
Africa attacking as far north as Egvrt and threatening the Middle East. In man 

t causee blindness, internal and external bleeding and death. One reason for its 
spread is an increasing trade in sheep from the Sudan and Somalia, where the 
disease is believed to exist. As an animal disease, the Rift Valley fever was 
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first identified in Kenya in 19ll=-hence ite name. Although veterinarians and 
farmers in the Rift Valley had occasionally been infected, there had never been 
a recorded human death until 1975. Since then the fever has apread from one 
country to another, attacking animal and human populations with no natural 
resistance. At least 600 people died in a 1977 outbreak in Egypt. There are 
no estimates of the number of animale that have been infected. The fever is 
tranemitted by mosquitoes, but it can also be a, read by direct handling of 

an infected animal or simply in the air. Five laboratory employees in Egypt 
were infected as they watched diseased sheep being slaughtered. Virologists 
think that it may have a cyclical pattern, with periods of retreat into the 
African forest, where wild animals, protected by high natural resistance, 
serve as reservoirs of infection.--London Observer Service. [Text] [Nairobi 
THE DAILY NATION in English 14 Jul 81 p 20) 


CHOLERA CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN--Five eating houses and two butcheries in Migori town, 
South Nyanga District, have been closed following a cholera outbreak in the 
area. Migori Public Health Officer, Mr. Naftali Gundi, said the premises were 
shut because they were unhygienic and posed a health hazard. Other places 
closed down as a preventive measure against the killer disease included all open 
air kiosks and “uji bandas" in the town. Mr. Gundi warned people who bathe or 
wash vehicles in rivers that they would be prosecuted. He appealed to “wananchi" 
in Migori to observe personal and communal hygiene. Meanwhile, Migori District 
Officer, Mr. Mwangi Irungu has given the South Nyanza County Council one week 
within which to build a public latrine at Migori market failing which the market 
would be closed. Mr. Irungu has also introduced tough anti-cholera measures 

in Migori town in an effort to combat the disease. In a circular letter, 

Mr. Irungu banned with immediate effect the selling of foodstuffs such as boiled 
mize, groundnuts, “mandazi,” bananas, “sukari nguru" and all otler edible 
goods sold in the open air. Mr. Irungu said that bars, hotels and eating places 
must strictly adhere to health rules otherwise they would be closed down. He 
added that food handlers must be in possession of valid certificates and they 
must be clean and in proper uniforms. [Text] [Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 
ll Jul 81 p 5) 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA SITUATION--Dr Milton Valdez, the director of the malaria control and 
eradication program, has report .d that 85 percent of all the malaria cases 
reported in Nicaragua were located in Chinandega, Leon, Granada, Managua and 
Zelaya departments. He added that control and not eradication measures are 
being taken at thie time and that as of May 1981, 5,800 cases had been reported. 
[Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 12 Jul 81 p 4B PA) 


CSO: 5400/2163 
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NIGERIA 


COMMISSILOWER URGES CAMPAIGN TO TREAT TUBERCUI OSIS 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 1 Jul 81 p 22 


[Text } 
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RESPIRATORY DISEASE SPREAD—-More than three million people are asthma patients 
in Weet Africa. The provost of the Lagos University Teaching Hospital, Dr Deji 
Femi-Pearse, disclosed thie at the formal launching ceremony of the Thoracic 
Society of Nigeria. Dr Femi-Pearse, who was a guest speaker at the occasion, 
said that the society should be a meeting point for 
surgeons and cardiologists. He said that since chest d 
theough the air we breathe it could spread rapidly. He 
tory diseases were caused by disorders of obes 

back. In his speech, the president of the Nigerian Medical Association, 

Dr Bayo Banjo, said the society was formed to encourage research into diseases of 
the lungs and some other vital organs in the body. 
strive to improve the advancement of 

the welfare of thoracic doctors. The chairman of 

0. 0. Elegbede, said that the formation of the society will encourage research 
into thoracic problems for the benefit o sankind. [Text] 

in English 4 Jul 81 p 5) 


CSO: 5400/5222 
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CONJUNCTIVITIS IN AZAD KASHMIR--Jhelum, July 15--Dr. Tariq Mirza, a local eye 
specialist and social worker, said here the epidemic of viral conjunctivitis has 
now struck the Punjab. In the Jhelum and Azad Kashmir regions in particular, en- 


tire families are getting infected. 


CSO: 5400/4616 


{Ielamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Jul 61 p 6) 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


TREATMENT OF SNAIL FEVER CLAIMED A SUCCESS 
OW280746 Beijing XINHUA in English 0719 GMT 28 Jul 81 


{Text} Shanghai, 28 Jul (XINHUA)--China has successfully treated 9 million suffering 
from schistosomiasis or wail fever and exterminated enaile that serve as carriers over 
10,000 million square meters, according to a recent report. The report was issued by 
the top office of schistosomiasis control in 11 provinces, Shanghai and the Guangxi 
Au’onomous Region in southern China under the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party in Shanghai. The report covers a period from 1955 to 1980 in which 88 percent of 
the cases of enail fever were successfully treated. 


Schistosomiasis is a group of diseases caused by parasitic microorganiems called blood 
flukes. The ciliated larvae mainly live in freshwater enaile. The mature cercariae 
escape frequently from the snails, swim about in the water and on contact with mamalian 


skin, they become attached and penetrate the skin. 


The report said that schistosomiasis is endemic to south China and has a history of 
over 2,100 years. Areas mainly affected by schistosomiasis are Jiangeu, Zhejiang, 
Jiangxi, Anhui, Pujian, Guangdong, Hunan, Hubei, Yunnan and Sichuan Provinces, Guangxi 


Autonomous Region and Shanghai. 


China has formed a schistosomiasis control network with a central control office, 
research institutes, control centers and specialized units in various snail fever- 
plagued areas since the 1950's. More than 13,000 special medical workers and technicians 
have been trained to fight the fever, the report said. 








Repeated surveys of people in endemic areas have been conducted and scientists and doctors 
have been sent to these areas to study and treat the disease. The report said a series of 
methods have been developed to treat the disease. Patients are generally treated with a 
combinacion of traditional Chinese medicine and Western medicine. 


To check the growth of screw snails, people in the enail fever-plagued areas use chemical 
agents to kill them or they bury the snaile under the soil. Tideland for cultivation has 
been enclosed, old gullies filled up and paddy rice fields have been turned into dry fare- 
land. Nightsotl is handled by specially trained workers to prevent the proliferation of 
blood flukes’ eggs, the report said. 


People in the snail-plagued areas have been provided with clean water from wells; they also 
take preventive medicine and dress in rubber trousers and shoes when they work in the river. 


Kunshan County in Jiangsu Province was one of the worst snail-plagued areas in China. Over 
280,000 people in the county suffered from snail fever in early 19508 (nearly every family 
had patients) and all rivers were contaiminated by snails. By launching a publicity cam- 
paign, training barefoot doctors and improving the country's sanitation, most of the 
patients have been successfully treated and the screw enail-occupied areas have been reduced 
from 160,000,000 square meters in early 1950s to 8,000 square meters now, the report said. 


CSO: 5400/2163 
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PHILIPPINES 


MEASURES TAKEN IN GASTROENTERITIS EPIDEMIC 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Jul 81 p 24 


(Text) San Emilio, Ilocos Sur, July 8--Government physicians and health personnel 
here have taken steps to prevent the spread of a mysterious disease that has 
claimed the lives of 18 persons and afflicted more than 400 others, 15 of them in 
serious condition in six barangays of the interior and mountainous towns. 


The epidemic is said to be a severe type of gastro~-enteritis. Most of its victims 
came from barangay Langkuas, the ares where the disease was reported to have 
broken out, 


More doctors and nurses are scheduled to arrive here today to beef up the medical 
teams that have been treating the victims. 


Dr Jovita Jaranilla, provincial healt’ officer, said the reason for the fast 
spread of the epidemic could not yet be determined due to lack of laboratory 
facilities. 


She said she has already requested the Ministry of Health office in Manila to 
send field laboratory personnel to identify the killer disease and prevent its 
spread, 


An improvised health center has been set up by health authorities in this town 
where victims in serious condition are confined. (MPP). 


CSO: 5400/4950 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA MEDICINE AIRLIFTED--Acting Hcalth Minister, Jesus Azurin has ordered the 
airlifting of anti-malaria medicine to contain the outbreak of a mild epidemic 
in several towns of Zambales. Four persons were reported to have died from 
malaria. Many were also reported to be suffering from malaria fever, most of 
them children. Azurin directe: Region 3 Director Nap Noveno to act swiftly 

on the reported outbreak. Reports reaching the office of Azurin disclosed 

that more than 100 persons have been afflicted with the disease. In his 
memorandum to Director Noveno, Azurin said pesticide spraying of all houses 

in the affected areas will be intensified and medicine will be airlifted 
immediately. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Jul 81 p 13] 


CSO: 5400/4948 
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TANZANIA 


KINESI VILLAGE CHOLERA DEATHS~--Cholera which attacked Tarime District late last May 
has killed two more people in Kinesi Village which is under quarantine. Five other 
people are admitted at Kinesi Health Centre. So far, four people have died. Mean~ 
while, Shihata said that the district anti-cholera committee has 1! fted the travel 
ban into and out of the district. [Text] [Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 


12 Jul 81 p 1) 


LIFTING OF CHOLERA QUARANTINE~-Bukova--The cholera quarantine has been lifted 
throughout Kagera Region following total disappearance of the killer disease. The 
Regional Development Director, Ndugu Edward Oluoch said no fresh cases had been re- 
ported in a month now. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 9 Jul 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400 
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BRIEFS 


MORE ON TYPHOID EPIDEMIC--The UNICEF has offered to protect wells outside the 
city of Kampala eo that people who do not use pump water from Gaba pump are not 
affected by the outbreak of typhoid in the city. Answering questions in Parlia- 
ment, the minieter of health, Dr Nkwasibwe, said his ministry is doing ail it can 
to contain the typhoid epidemic in the city. He said last week 72 cases vere 


treated at Mulago hospital. [Text] [B8A220158 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 17 Jul 81) 
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CHOLERA NOW APPEARING IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hanoi HANOT MOI in Vietnamese 20 May 81 p 2 


[Article by Xuan Ha, MD: “Do Not Neglect Vaccination Against Cholera and Typhoid 
Fever" | 


[Excerpt] The damage caused by failing to be vaccinated against diseases hae been 
obvious. Cholera has now appeared in some southern provinces. Hanoi is 4 major 
communications center. It is very easy for the germs of diseases to infiltrate 
into the city. We quet carry out better the vaccination campaign against cholera 
and typhoid fever. 


Those who were not vaccinated during the recent drive gust report at once to the 
health office of their unite for vacc ination. 


Those unite which have received no vaccines quest go to the Sanitation and Anti- 
Epidemiologic Unit to apply for and pick up vaccines for immediate injection to 
cadres, workers and civil servants. 


Those unite with a low rate of vaccination gust organize repeated vaccination 
drives and etrive to reach at least 85 percent, since only « high rate of vacc ina~ 
tion can develop prophylactic effects. 


Health cadres must vaccinate all people present in the area under their responsi- 
bility, whether these people are area residents or not. 


All urits gust complete the vaccination campaign against cholera and typhoid 
fever in this month of May. 


9213 
CSO: 5400/4608 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


LACK OF MOSQUITO CONTROL, CASES OF MALARIA REPORTED IN MACEDONIA 
Skopje NOVA MAKEDONIJA in Macedonian 12 Jun 61 p 9 


[Text] Cases of malaria have been registered in the city of Skopje and there is 
an even greater number of sick people in the surrounding erea. Thue «4 
involvement is necessary on the part of all the concerned institutions in the 
city eo that we may welcome the summer without mosquitos. 


The Station for Disinfection, Extermination and Deratization of the Institute for 
Protection of Health as early as April began the battle for the elimination of 
the insects, especially of the mosquitoes, from the Skopje area. The marehes 

and svamps vere sprayed along with the banks of the Vardar river, from Glumovo 
to Trubarevo, in order to destroy the breeding places of these insects. An area 
of 10 hectares was covered, but it seems thie was not sufficient. The truth 
is that this territory will be qgaaped enate 1 cud ane 
insects are born. So much for destroying their And 

a different kind of extermination ie carried out. In order for it to have an 
effect in eliminating them it must be done every 15 or 20 

territory of the city gust be eprayed at least three t 
beginning of July will an area of more than 4,000 hectares be covered 


spraying by airplane. 


This year the Station for Disinfection, Extermination and Deratization received 
funds from the City Assembly in the amount of 1.65 million dinars, an increase 
over last year. However, considering that, according to Vaso Mirocevik, the 
director of the station, insecticides and other materials have gotten sore 
expensive and the funds must be divided between extermination of insects, rodents, 
causes of intestinal and other infectious diseases, there is not auch left for 
extermination of mosquitoes. For example, fogging by airplane and the preparations 
necessary for one spraying cost about 700,000 dinars, or almost half of the 
allotted funds. 











“The city covers an area of 20,000 to 25,000 hectares and the mwinimum area that 
must be sprayed in order to provide lasting results is 10,000 hectares. Also, 
for effective elimination of the mosquitoes, from May to September, the city 

must be sprayed eight times, including fogging and air spraying by airplane. 

For example let's take "°»'> rade, which lies on two rivers, as much water area as 
you could want. But 4 .osquito can usually only be found as an example. The 
city is eprayed seven times in 2 months and in the winter months they take action 

















ee 


to destroy the bed. in the parks, manholes, stables, cellare and anywhere 
mosquitoes spend the winter, Of course all thie requires financial means in 
order to take care of the specially formed etaff for insect extermination,” 
Mirocevic explained. We can aleo mention Kocani, where the rice fields are 
homes for the mosq.itoes, yet here you only come across insects from time to 
time, 


This year again the old request of the health workers is being repeated, that 
more funde be allotted for extermination of mosquitoes, all the more so because 
there existe the theoretical possibility of malaria spreading again through 
Europe, a6 well as here, Dr Georgi Dacev, director of the Epidemiological 
Department told us. Although the mosquito that carries this serious disease is 
difficult to exterminate as 4 biological type, prevention nevertheless plays a 
large role. However, thie year we cannot expect more funds, ever though the 
question was placed before the delegates in both the city and opstina assemblies. 


Without questioning their consideration that the funds were allotted for this 
purpose last year, now an essential question is being posed: is it impossible, 
if the situation is judged to be one of great concern. The assembly and the 
other institutions should additionally intervene with whatever amount of funds 
ie truly necessary. In thie way, if the current situation remains, and this is 
what the people who work in this area are indicating, then this year again our 
citizens will have to be concerned with the problem of insects, which were 
numerous and of all varieties in our homes last year. 





Must we stand with folded hande and watch them while they crawl on the ceilings, 
on the floors, on the walle... 
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DIVISION OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH AREA PLANNED 


Gaborone DAILY WEWS in English 16 Jun 61 p 1 


[Text } 
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THE MINISTER of Commerce and industry Mr 
Nwato hae stated that the Bobirwe area would be divided into 


On rural development 
promotion the Minister 


encouraged Tewapong farmer: 
to commerciatise farming and 
employ local peopte who 
otherwise not 
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rinderpest campaign covering Mwanza, 
Mara and Shinyanga regions might not be held this year because of lack of funds, 
the 


LAKE ZONE RINDERPEST--Maswa--The lake sone 


informed sources have disclosed here. According to sources, campaign which 
usually begins in June and ends in mid-July costes more than 300,000/-. However, 
the Mwanza~based veterinary investigation centre has so far not issued any official 
statement about the issue, to clarify whether the campaign would be held at a later 
date or not, the source added. ([Text) (Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Jul 
81 p 3) 


RABIES MEASURES--Dar es Salaam--A total of 611 stray dogs ard cats have been killed 
in the city and another 366 vaccinated as a measure against rabies. ([Text) (Dar 
es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 10 Jul 81 p 3) 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


NATION TO HOST COUNCIL MEETING OF MIGRATORY LOCUST ORGANIZATION 
Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 15 Jul 81 p 4 


{Text} Sierra Leone has been invited to host this year's Administrative Council 
meeting of the International African Migratory Locust Organisation. 


The Organisation's Director-General, Mr H. &. Alomenu recently paid a courtesy 
call on the Minieter of Agriculture and Porestry, Dr A. F. Joe Jackson to explain 
why Sierra Leone had been selected to host the meeting. 


The Minister aseured the Director-General that every effort would be made to 
honour the invitation although Sierra Leone did not anticipate hosting the meet- 


ing. 


He was appreciative of the Organisation's efforts in controlling the spread of 
locust and the relevance of ite operations to « sricultural development. 


The OICMA Director-General briefed the Minister on the organisation's efforts to 
contain locust outbreaks and proposals for 1 merger between OICMA and the Common 
Organisation for the Control of Desert I-cust and Grain Eating Birds. 


The Director-General was introduced to the Minister by Mr Lamin Sesay. 


Meanwhile, Dr Joe Jackson has called on staff of hie Ministry to be dedicated, 
hardworking and disciplined in the discharge of their duties. 


Addressing senior staff at the first monthly seeting, the Minister called on them 
to identify with a “Forward Planning” strategy. 


This strategy he continued, should be based on the identification of problem 
at grase roots level and positive suggestions to enhance the Ministry's efficiency 
and overall contribution to national development. 
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AUSTRALIA 


WA OPENS SPECIAL PEST CONTROL FACILITY NEAR PERTH 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 4 Jul 861 p 33 


[Text] The Minister for Agriculture, Mr Old, opened a $250,000 building thie 
week--and closed it immediately. 


The building was an insectarium--rated the best of ite kind in Australia--at the 
Agriculture Department's South Perth headquarters. 


Access to the building is barred to all except staff, who will have to shower 
and change before entering working areas. 


Equipment will be disinfected by washing, heating, fumigation or ultraviolet 
radiation. 


The aim of the building is to breed insects imported under disease-free condi- 
tions so that they can be released to attack other insects and weeds causing 
problems in WA's agricultural areas. 


The building has been designed to keep out local bugs. 


A small moat around the building has been stocked with fish to feed on any insects 
trying to make the ccossing. 


The building has full climate-control facilities. 


At the flick of a switch conditions can be simulated for places as far apart as 
Kununurra and Esperance. 


Mr Old said that the insectarium would be a vital part of the department's bio~- 
logical campaign against pests and weeds. 


Its advent was in keeping with the general trend in the last decade to increase 
emphasis on biological control as an alternative to chemicals. 


Tne department's entomology branch was now involved in 10 biological-control 
programmes aimed at controlling 28 pest species. The first insects wili go 
into the new building next week. A department entomologist, Mr John Scott 
will go to France in September to seek an insect to attack dock weed in WA. 
Dock, an introduced species natural to Europe and Western Asia, has become a 
serious weed in the medium-to-higher rainfall areas of the South-West. 
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AUSTRALIA 


RESEARCHERS APPROVE USE OF AGENT ORANGE HERBICIDES 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 3 Jul 81 p 2 





{Text } 
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BRIEFS 


MAIZE PEST SCARE~-An overseas firm which is promoting a grain-crusher for sale 
to WA farmers is inadvertently offering them the prospect of importing damag- 
ing maize diseases, according to the Agriculture Department. A Jandakot poultry 
farmer has told the department's plant-quarantine service that a brochure posted 
to him from Britain, advertising a new hammermill, was attached to maize-seed 
samples. These had now been destroyed. The department's horticultural chief, 
Mr J. Fallon, applauded the farmer's action. He said that the Customs Bureau 
would now be watching for any more such packages. Maize seed could carry any 
of 15 damaging seed-borne diseases not recorded in Australia he said. One-- 
called boil smut--could cause total losses. Another, the dwarf mosaic virus, 
had resulted in thousands of tonnes of grain being lost in some countries. He 
urged any other farmer receiving brochures with samples to notify the depart- 
ment. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Jun 81 p 38] 


CSO: 5400/7562 


43 











DOMINICA 


LEAF SPOT OUTBREAK-~-The banana industry in Dominica is suffering from an outbreak 
of leaf-spot disease. General Manager of the Dominica Banana Growers’ Association, 
Edison James, has said that the disease has been confined to Eastern Dominica, and 
that steps were being taken to bring the disease under control. Mr James said the 
lack of essential chemicals needed to spray the banana fields and prevent the 
disease had been responsible for the outbreak. The Association has called on pro- 
ducers to ensure that the fruit is not exported. [Text] [Georgetown 

GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Jul 81 p 3] 
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NIGERIA 


COCOA CROP PEST CONTROL~-The rate at which Cocoa is being lost to pests and diseases 
is giving much concern to the Nigerian Cocoa Board, To this end, the board would 
now operate a subsidy scheme to ensure that INSECTICIDES could be purchased by 
farmers at lower prices, In a statement in Ibadan, the Assistant General Manager 
(operations) of the board, Chief W. B. Ayeni said that the produccion of cocoa had 
been reduced through the insufficient use of chemicals for the effective control of 
pests, He said that the board had therefore bought about 10,000 unites of spraying 
pumps for cocoa farmers. The pumps, he explained, are easy to operate. Chief Ayeni 
said that his board would sell the pumps to farmers at the board's area inspectorate 
offices in the cocoa producing areas, [Text] [Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 

7 Jul 81 p 5) 
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PHILIPPINES 


CANKER DISEASE SPREADS AMONG TREES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Jul 81 p 5 
[Article by Michael A, Bengwayan]) 


[Text] Bislig, Surigao del Sur--Fifteen years ago, Dr Vicente Veracion, a pine 
scientists of the bureau of forest development, predicted that the Benguet pine 
would be in imminent danger of a beetle infestation. 


Only a few heeded his warning. That prediction is now a reality. 


Thousands of Benguet pine are being threatened by Ips Caligraphus, a bark beetle. 
What's more, foresters have not come up with a truly effective prevention or 
control measure against the pine's worst enemy so far. 


Also, 10 years ago, a forester of Paper Industries Corp. (PICOP) predicted that 
Moluccan sau, confirmed as the fastest growing tree for first class paper, would 
be wiped out by a canker disease virtually unknown to foresters. 


And like Dr Varacion's prediction, his warning went unheeded. 


Today, the Moluccan sau's situation is critical. Unless an immediate effective 

solution can be found, thousands of hectares of Moluccan sau in Mindanao will be 
lost. If the disease remains unchecked, losses could easily reach P30 million, 

according to a Forest Research Institute (FORI) team which undertook a study of 

the infestation. 


Mario Eusebio, head of the team, told DEPTHnews in an interview that chances of 
survival for the paper tree are slim. 


By his estimate, PICOP's more than 20,000 hectares of sau plantation in this 
area are 75 percent infected. In some areas, cases are so severe that temporary 
control mez. could not be applied any longer, the FORI researcher said. 


A pathologis. 1 the FORI group, Marcos Quimio, said the disease is caused by a 
pink fungus scieuwtifically called Corticum salmonicolor. The source has yet to 
be identified. 
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Quimio also noted that sau trees less than 3 years old are most susceptible to 
the disease, the colder ones being more cesistant. 


Further pathogenic studies showed that rainfall is also a triggering factor for 
such epidemic, Quimio said, 


PICOP and FORI are pinning their hopes of stemming the infestation on a white 
fungus scientifcally called Pestolotia estalata, 


Isolated and cultured on the same tree, the white fungus does not do any harm on 
the tree, the FORI team found, Instead, it is a natural enemy of the pink fungus. 


Another member of the team, Fernando [lagan, who spent six months studying the 
relationship between the two, said the pink fungus infects the tree for the first 
three months. Later, it is enveloped and overcome by the white fungus. 


This biological control, however, cannot widely check the canker disease. Not 
all the trees are naturally adapted to the white fungus. 


Also, it is practically difficult to culture white fungus on all sau trees, 
FORI said, 


Chemical fungicides applied, except Bordeaux, had failed. Even Bordeaux does 
not serve as a permanent control method, according to FORI. A major constraint 
is that occurrence of the disease--when or on which part of the tree--cannot be 
determined. 


In the meantime, the canker infestation has spread widely, and PICOP has yet to 
decide on how to combat the disease.--DEPTHnews 
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PULLIPPINES 


GRASSHOPPERS LNVADE RICELANDS LN NORTH 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Jul 61 pp 1, 10 
lArticle by Milton Pascua) 


(Text) San Fernando, la Union, July 13--Grasshoppers have invaded hundreds of 
hectares of ricelands in the north while an animal disease called “blackleg" was 
blamed for the recent death of 18 people in San Emilio, Llocos Sur. 


Ministry of Agriculture officials said the grasshoppers’ invasion has led to the 


spread of « plant disease known as “hopper burn" in Llocos Norte, Llocos Sur, 
Abra, and La Union. 


The 18 people who died in San Emilio were earlier thought to have succumbed to 
gastroenteritis, Health officiale later said the victims had slaughtered and 
eaten the meat of a work animi afflicted with blackleg. 


Hardest hit by the plant infestation were the towns of San Ildefonso Sta Catalina, 
San Juan, and Bantay in Ilocos Sur; and several towns of Llocos Norte, Abra, and 


Agriculture region I Director Manual Marquez said that several plant surveillance 
teams have been fielded in several parts of the Ilocos. Each is composed of a 
»tant pathologist and an entomologist. 


“Marquez said that almost all the stricken rice farms are newly planted. He said 
mers had been asked to replace their crops and to follow instructions in 
combatting the infestation. 


‘ie described the grasshopper as very destructive. Swarms reportedly attack the 
rice etalk and the soft portions of the plant, which turn yellow, then reddish 
brown. The plant then is likely to die. 


“e pest outbreak was blamed partly on the unfavorable weather condition in which 
|, see suppovedly thrives. For the past few cays, chere has been an off-and-on 
rate chee bee contributed to the reproduction of this pest. 


ie grasshopper easily @ultiplies with this kind of weather, the ministry said. 


ne Agriculture Ministry aleo reported that blackleg has already claimed several 
work animals in the (interior town of San Emilio, Ilocos Sur. 
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Thies animal disease is caused by 4 virus that causes the swelling of the lege of 
animale, followed by skin discoloration, cracking, and high fever. 


The Minietry of “ealth personnel dispatched to the area are still treating people 
who had eaten of an animal suffering from blackleg. The situation is now under 
control, the ministry said. 
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VIETNAM 





BINH TRI THIEN PESTS--Binh Tri Thien Province has planted 50,000 ha of summer- 
fall rice, of which 17,000 ha are being ravaged by various types of insecte. 
At present efforts are being made to control and exterminate these insects. 
The province's agricultural supplies corporation has distributed hundreds 

of insecticides and 500 sprayers to help the cooperatives quickly control the 
peste. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GT 19 Jul 81 BK) 


TIEN GLANG DROUGHT, PESTS--According to VNA, in the first 10 days of July 

Tien Giang Province was busy controlling drought and harmful insects on almost 
31,000 ha of summer-fall rice. The drought-stricken rice plants on 15,000 ha 
have been sufficiently watered and are now growing normally. Five large pump 
stations with an aggregate capaci*y of over 100,000 cubic meters of water per 
hour have been activated in Cho Gao District and My Tho City; and four floating 
pump stations with a capacity of 2,500 cubic meters of water per hour have been 
operating in the areas hard hit by drought in Cho Gao and Go Gong districts. 
Mearwhile, the provincial agricultural service has also sent cadres to various 
production units to help the peasants control harmful insects; and 15,000 ha 

of rice have been saved. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 

16 Jul 81 BK) 
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